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Meeting Christ in the Gospels 
Grace BFC Sunday Bible Study – Winter 2013/2014 

 

Week 1 – Introduction and Purpose of the Gospels 
 

TEACHING NOTES 
 

Class Intro 
 

 Schedule 
 

o Week 1 – Intro to the books called the Gospels 
 Today – First Half of Class  - What are the books we call “The Gospels” 
 Today – Second half of Class – Opening verses, purpose of each Gospel 

 
o Weeks 2-3 – Birth and Beginning of Jesus’ ministry, as well as historical background 

and OT Prophecy 
 

o Weeks 4-9 – Look at each of the 4 gospels individually as well as a few larger topics 
from the heart of Jesus’ ministry 

 
o Weeks 10-11 – Death and Resurrection of Jesus, Conclusion of His ministry 

 
 

 Goals 
 

o Know the Gospels – Know the basic outline and content of each of the four gospels, 
as well as how they differ from and relate to each other.  Know how to read and 
study them for yourself 

 
o Meet Christ – Meet Jesus as he is presented in the Gospels.  See him from the 

different perspectives presented by the four gospels.  Interpret what is said and 
done by Jesus to better understand his true identity as the Christ. 

 
o Follow Jesus – As we see Jesus and see the reaction of those around Jesus we should 

also look at our own heat and life – how are we responding to Jesus?  The Gospels 
are not mere history, they are God showing us Christ for the purpose of calling us to 
repentance and faith, saving us and fundamentally reorienting our entire lives 

 
PRAY 
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Introduction to the Gospels 
 

 Gospels Place in Scripture 
o Opening of New Testament 
o First Four Books 
o Historical Books, Eyewitness Accounts of Jesus 
o Together with Acts, which is an historical account of the early church, they accout 

for 60% of the NT writings 
o Foundational to NT – all other authors refer to things from life of Jesus found in 

Gospels 
o Culmination of OT – As we will see, the NT writers, the gospel writers, and Jesus 

himself see Jesus as the fulfillment of the OT – both the OT prophecies, but also more 
broadly as what all of the OT was pointing to, preparing for 

 
 

The Structure of the New Testament (Talk thru the Bible) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Why Four Gospels? 
o Example: Multiple Portraits – photos of child with different expressions 
o Example: Multiple Perspectives – Enders Game, Enders Shadow 
o OT Examples – Kings and Chronicles 
o Most important, central story of Scripture, so God gives from multiple angles 
o God gave four … some early church tried to merge, decided keep all 
o Not more … Gospel Thomas, others later writing, contradict others… likely gnostic 

and other sects trying to write from their perspective 
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 Four Portraits of Jesus 
 

Four Portraits of the One Jesus (Four Portraits, One Jesus) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Matthew – Jewish Messiah, most structured 
o Mark – Suffering Son of God, most dramatic 
o Luke – Savior for all people, most thematic 
o John – Eternal Son of God, most theological 

 
The Four Gospels (Holman Commentary on Matthew) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Four Gospels (Talk thru the Bible) 
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 “Synoptic” Gospels and John 
o The word synoptic is made up of two parts: 

 Syn, meaning “together with.” 

 Optic, meaning “seeing.” 

 So the word synoptic means “seeing together” 

o The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke are sometimes called the “synoptic” Gospels. 

In 1774 J.J. Griesbach first used this word “synoptic” to refer to the first three Gospels. 

o A careful reading of the four Gospels quickly reveals that Matthew, Mark and Luke are 

similar to each other and are in stark contrast with John’s Gospel. 

 
The Synoptic Gospels (Talk thru the Bible) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The “Synoptic Problem” 

o Too similar to be coincidence, yet differences sometimes conflict 
o Inspiration of Scripture – from God, through people … differing perspectives means 

told in different ways for different purpose, yet same story and same overall 
message of God keep together 

o Mark likely first, Matthew and Luke either reference Mark or other common source 
o Note: commonality also lends to historicity (eyewitnesses of same person, event) 
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 Aside: Accuracy and Historical Background 
 

o Accuracy of Text  
     (facts from “Evidence that Demands a Verdict”, slides from “The Truth Project”) 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

o Search for the “Real Jesus” 
 Historical, Form, Source and Redaction Criticism  
 Example: Jesus Seminar 
 Inspiration of Scripture – not incompatible with there being different sources 

(again OT provides examples as it refers to annals of the kings and other 
writings) … BUT inspiration says what we have now, all of it, is the Word of 
God and is the true and correct sayings and picture of Jesus! 

 
o Second Temple Research 

 Recent scholars have found other writings, new archeological finds, etc.   
from time of Jesus (called “Second Temple” period) 

 Rereading Gospels, Paul in light of these new historical findings 
 Inspiration of Scripture – again, history, archeology, cultural studies can 

enhance understanding of Bible times and thus possibly enrich our reading 
of Bible … BUT God has given what is sufficient for salvation, so I do not 
“need” outside material, also if meaning changes as we read extra-Biblical 
literature that is dangerous! 

 Internal Background – but do not Bible itself gives some background 
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 Background for the Gospels 

 
o Genre 

 Historical Literature 
 Narrative Literature 
 Theological Literature 

 
o Author and Audience 

 Authors – eyewitnesses, we will discuss more when we discuss each book 
 Audiences - Some suggest each to different church / people – Greek, Jew … 

 Problem: not stated (except Lukes note to Theophalus) 
 Problem: letters likely widely circuited 

 Audiences - More likely  
 Written to all 
 But written with authors own background / church in mind 

  
o Purpose of Books – In general, what role to Gospels play in early church  

{note: we will look at more specific purpose of each book in a few minutes} 
 Historical – need authoritative record 
 Catechetical – need to instruct new converts 
 Liturgical – need for worship material 
 Exhortatory – need to encourage and assure believers 
 Theological – need to settle internal disputes 
 Apologetically – need to respond to external attacks 
 Evangelistic – need to call people to faith in Jesus 

 
 How to Read Gospels As a Whole 

 
o Synoptically / Synthetically 

 Helpful if constructing historical timeline 
 But miss purpose, theology, tone of each gospel 
 Example – 7 words from cross – no more than 3 in any Gospel, and they fit 

the larger tone of the crucifixion narrative in each 
 

Example: Seven Sayings from the Cross (Four Portraits, One Jesus) 
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o Vertically – follow the story line 
 Read each in its own context 
 Example – 7 words from cross – no more than 3 in any Gospel, and they fit 

the larger tone of the crucifixion narrative in each 
 

Vertical Reading of the Gospels (Four Portraits, One Jesus) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Horizontally – comparing their accounts 
 Look up passage in other gospels not to merge, or even simply fill in details, 

but instead to compare, see differences, ask why different and what that 
teaches us 

 
Horizontal Reading of the Gospels (Four Portraits, One Jesus) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 How to Read Any Section of the Gospels 
 

o Observation – What does is say? 
 Narrative – Who, What, When, Where, Why, How 
 Put yourself there – what do you see, feel (get from story) 
 Context – Geography, Culture, Where in life of Christ is this?, OT quotes 
 Compare, Contrast – internal to story, surrounding stories, parallel passages 
 Literary Analysis – repeated words, climax of story, etc 
 Literary Devices – analogy, parable, poetry, prophecy, etc 

 
o Interpretation – What does it mean? 

 What are the implications of what is being said and done? 
 What does this imply about who Jesus is?  What Jesus’ mission is? 
 What does this show us about the people would interact with Jesus? 
 What is the Authors purpose in including this story? 

 
o Application – What do we do with it? 

 Head – any ways you think differently (love with mind, soul) 
 Hands – anything to do differently (action) 
 Heart – Any ways God wants to change you (repentance and faith) 
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Opening and Purpose of Each Gospel 
 

 Opening of Each Gospel 
 

Opening of Each Gospel (Four Portraits, One Jesus) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Mark 1:1 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
The Beginning 
- Beginning of verses 1-15 (Gospel also in vs 15) 
- Beginning of Book of Mark 
- Genesis 1:1, John 1:1 
- God starting something new 
- 400 years silence – now Mark   

 
 Of the Gospel 

- Good News 
- What “good news” have you ever received?   How feel, react? 
- Note: Good News not assumed – see Genesis 3, Malachi 4 
- Good News – Evangelion – Proclaim victory of a king! 
- If this is a victory of a king, what expectations? 
- How should we respond to a king? 

 
 Of Jesus Christ 

- Note what “Good News” is not: new law, teaching, religion, worship practice, 
music, even prophet, etc.  

- “Good News” that will change everything is a person! - Real, historical person 
- Jesus = “Joshua”, “Yahweh is Salvation” 
- Christ = “anointed one”, “king”, “Messiah” 
- What are the expectations of the “Messiah?” 
- What should be the response if this is the promised Messiah? 

 
The Son of God 
- Not just new Abraham, Moses, Elijah, etc. 
- Not even some super prophet, priest or king 
- The very son of God himself!   (note: Different from other religions) 
- And thus very God of very God 
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o Matthew 1:1 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 
 
Genealogy 

 Start with birth 
 Shows historical record … in a moment will get to miraculous birth, 

but first show lineage to show historical, real Jesus 
 Tied to past … all the way back to Abraham 
 Note significant names in first verse 

o David – king who would have eternal throne … Jesus is heir of 
David in rightful son to sit on his throne 

o Abraham – father of all the Jews, one who had God’s promises 
on him … Jesus a Jew, Jesus in the line of promise, and Jesus is 
the Christ who will fulfill the promises to Abraham 

 
o Luke 1:3 

It seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some 
time past, to write an orderly account for you, most 
excellent Theophilus 
 
Eyewitness 

 Not third hand,  or simply later recorder of some oral tradition, but 
someone who personally followed it all 

 
Orderly Account 

 Author paying attention to details 
 Writing to someone to be sure they have all the facts, in the right 

order, in a reliable way 
 Note that the book of Acts is a continuation of this orderly account 

 
o John 1:1 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 
 
In the Beginning 

 Direct connect to Genesis 1 … same beginning and creator … also 
beginning of gospel is a new beginning for world 

 Was the Word 
 Again ties to past – the Word is not something new, been around since 

beginning 
 Was with God and was God – John starts off claiming divinity of Christ 
 Word becomes flesh and dwells among us – God come as man 
 Note theological, even philosophical nature of John 
 Also much more global, concerned with eternal realties 
 Also much more allegorical – word, flesh… 

 
 



Gospels – Week 1 TEACHING    Page 10 

 Purpose / Key Passage in each Gospel  
 

o Matthew 
 

 No stated purpose 
 

Matthew 16:16–19 
“And Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is 
in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.’ ” 
 
Matthew 28:18–20  
“Then Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen.”  
 

o Mark 
 

 Mark 1:14-15 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel 
of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 

 Mark 10:43-44 
But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must 
be slave of all. 
 

o Luke 
 

 Luke 1:1-4 
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things 
that have been accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it 
seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time 
past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you 
may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught. 
 

 Luke 19:10 
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. 
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o John 

 
 John 1:9-13 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But 
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 

 John 3:16-19 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is 
the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 

 
 John 20:30-31 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 

 Over the next 10 weeks we will be looking together at the Gospels  
 

o These are eyewitness historical accounts of the real Jesus 
 

o They present God’s perspectives on His Son and so need to be carefully studied, 
each in their own right, and together as different portraits of the one Christ 

 
o We will seek to carefully observe what Jesus does and says, and then to interpret 

it to see who Jesus is claiming to be and what it is he is really accomplishing 
 

o But the goal is not to know about Jesus, but to meet Him, to be saved and 
transformed, to be born again and to live a new life because of it 

 
o In the end the call of the gospels is for each one of us to repent and believe the 

good news of Jesus Christ 
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Primary Resources Used in Today’s Lesson 
 

Strauss, M. L. (2007). Four portraits, one Jesus: A Survey of Jesus and the Gospels. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

 
Other Resources Used in Preparing Todays Lesson: 
 

Green, J. B., McKnight, S., & Marshall, I. H. (Eds.). (1992). In Dictionary of Jesus and the 
Gospels. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 
 
McDowell, Josh. Evidence that Demands a Verdict. (1972). San Bernadino, CA: Here’s Life 
Publishers.  (as quoted in “The Truth Project” by Focus on the Family) 
 
Water, M. (2000). Hard Questions about the Bible made easy. Alresford, Hampshire: John 
Hunt Publishers Ltd. 
 
Weber, S. K. (2000). Matthew. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
 
Wilkinson, B., & Boa, K. (1983). Talk thru the Bible (p. 304). Nashville: T. Nelson. 

 


